A SANACPOCKETGUIDETO
THINKING ABOUT GENDER &
_a VAGINAL MICROBICIDES

Micr[]hi[:ides: A gel or ring that could help prevent HIV

A microbicide could: '
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are substances being tested in clinical trials that could be used in the vagina and/
or rectum to reduce the risk of HIV transmission during sex. If proven effective,
they will offer women an important and fundamentally different HIV prevention
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option — one that could possibly be used without their partners’ knowledge, if
desired. Sonke Gender Justice & FHI 360, with funding from the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID), conducted a gender analysis to
make recommendations for an effective and rights-based microbicides roll out
in South Africa. In addition to access to microbicides reaffirming every woman'’s
right to health and to live free from HIV, the analysis found:
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